
and was used for warm-
ing the beds of postop-
erative patients. It is 
made of copper with 
welded joins. Bed 
warming pans were 
typically made from 
copper so a thin tray 
could be fashioned. This 
meant it was quite light 
which was important as 
the pan was full of coals 
or ashes and had to be 
carried up and down 
stairs by servants, 
household members or 
nurses. 
 
 
By Dr Vanessa Witton 
RPA Museum & Archives 

RPA Museum has 
mounted a new 
‘Material Medical’ 
exhibition in the 
glass cabinet of the 
main building foyer. 
Featured are several 
beautiful medical and 
surgical instruments 
made of copper dat-
ing from the 19th and 
20th centuries. Some 
are rare. 
 
Copper was the earliest 
pure metal used by hu-
mans. It was the first 
metal to be taken from 
ore in big enough quan-
tities to make weapons, 
and later domestic tools 
and medical instru-
ments. 
 
As early as 3000 BC, 
spring forceps resem-
bling sugar tongs made 
from bent strips of cop-
per and bronze appear 
to have been used as 
surgical forceps. 
Pictured is our copper 
croup kettle dating 
from the 1910s made 
by Nicholson and Fos-
ter Coppersmiths. The 
Croup Kettle has been 

known by various 
names: ‘bronchitis ket-
tle’, ‘tracheotomy ket-
tle’ and ‘ventilating 
croup kettle.’ It typically 
had a long spout and 
was used in the 19th and 
20th centuries to mois-
ten the air for patients 
with acute bronchitis 
and croup. 
 
A copper bed warmer 
also features in the dis-
play. Bed warmers or 
warming pans were a 
common household 
item in countries with 
cold winters, especially 
in Europe. They were 
also used to warm beds 
in Australian hospitals. 
Our bed warmer is rare 

From the collection 
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P A G E  2  An identification question solved 
Have you ever wondered what sort of 
tasks fill the day of Museum workers? 
Besides the obvious— setting up dis-
plays and welcoming visitors– we 
spend a lot of time working with the 
collection: cataloguing and researching. 
Are you a budding historian? Can you 
identify these two photos? Here’s the 
process we worked through: 
The photos were filed in the King 
George V Memorial Hospital folder. 
Image A clearly looked like the 
neighbourhood that used to be behind 
the KGV Building (now a car park). It 
was obviously taken from a height, so 
we figured that it was taken from an 
upper floor of the building. The streets 

were called Salisbury, English, Spruson 
and Grose, but which street was it? 
The answer came when image B was 
found. The business at the end of the 
street in the photo was identified as 
Blaxland Rae Pty Ltd. They were 
manufacturers of marine engines. A 
search through 1930s, 40s and 50s 
newspapers (on Trove) revealed that 
Blaxland Rae had a premises at 61 
Salisbury Road until about the early 

1940s and that their en-
trance was via Layton 
Street.. This same building 
also appears in image A 
(labelled with the number 3). 
We then tried to locate a 
1930s map of Camperdown, 
which was surprisingly not 
easy to find. Again we went 
to Trove where we found 
1880s maps but nothing 
more recent. This is where 
we had to guess. Currently 
Layton street runs north of 
Parramatta Road. South of 
Parramatta Road, it is called 
Church Street (image C). We 
had to guess that in the 1930s 

Layton Street ran both 
to the north and south 
of Parramatta Road.  
So now we could 
guess that images A 
and B were taken in 
the late 1930s or early 
1940s and that it 
showed English Street 
looking west. English 
was one street north 
of Salisbury. We don’t 
think that it was Salis-
bury itself because, in 
the 1940s, Salisbury 
ran through Layton all 
the way to Stanmore. 
The final confirmation 
came when we visited 
the 11th floor of KGV 
(southend) and looked 
at the view. This photo 

was most definitely taken from 
that position. 
Why was solving this problem 
important? Why spend 2.5 
hours researching and writing 
about it? There are a couple of 
reasons: The King George 
Building was the first building 
built in Camperdown that 
measured greater than about 4 
storeys. This photo may be the 
first time, other than from an 
airplane, that people had a 
chance to see their neighbour-
hood from such a height. Sec-
ondly, most of the houses 
shown are gone and these 
photos show how people lived 
80 years ago. Thirdly, with the 
extension of Carillon Avenue 
in the 1980s, and the razing of 
all these houses for parking, 
this layout of streets will never 
be seen again. This photo re-
cords how RPA’s development 
has changed Camperdown. 

R P A  H E R I T A G E  N E W S  

Image A 
 
1-Units on the corner 
of Mallett and 
(modern) Salisbury 
Road 
2-Camperdown Park 
3-Blaxland Rae 

1 

Image B 

2 
3 

Image C 
* position of 
Blaxland Rae 

* 
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I.G.Farben  Chemical Complex at 
Blachhammer. As non combatant medi-
cal staff the Germans recognized some 
of the Geneva Conventions and did no 
force them to work. After some months 
Frank volunteered for a job manufactur-
ing crockery which meant digging frozen 
clay out of a clay quarry. It was winter 
the food poor, the hours long, the bil-
lets cold and the quarry an hours march 
away. They worked extra time to have 
1942 Christmas Day holiday. Early in 
1943 the Germans asked if anyone had 
an knowledge of working with Plaster of 
Paris ( for dental work). Frank had as-
sisted a dentist friend before the war 
and had some knowledge of dentistry. 
Frank volunteered figuring that anything 
was better than work at the clay quarry. 
Frank was sent to a British Abeitskom-
mando 21 very close to The I.G.Farben  
Complex  manufacturing  products from 
coal. This was a major target for the 
U.S.Army Air Force. He was transferred 
to Kommando  3 which had a Dental 
Unit  Staffed by a P.O.W. Captain J.M. 
Green a Scots Dentist where Frank 
assisted making false teeth  They had 
about 40,000 potential P.O.W. patients 
and did visit other Allied Camps doing 
fillings and extractions with a portable 
dental Chair and a foot operated drill. 
Frank was wounded in the arm by falling 
shrapnel. The dentist Captain Green and 
2 other P.O.W's were sent to Colditz 
Castle for spying. For a time Frank and 
dental mechanic did the dental work. 
After  Frank was moved to Cosel-Hafen 
the Dental Mechanic was killed when 
the air raid shelter they both had shared  
took a direct hit. The hospital at Cosel-
Hafen was 
run by a  
P.O.W. Colo-
nel a brilliant 
Serbian Sur-
geon and Dr 
Norman 
Rose from 
the 2/5th 
A.G.H. they 
looked after 
Russians 
many with 
T.B. and 
other debili-
tating dis-
eases. It was 
a difficult 

time. The Serbian surgeon was able to do 
successful appendectomies without anaes-
thetic. Early in 1945 with the advancing 
Russian Troops 10 km away and temporar-
ily halted at the Oder River the Germans 
with one hours notice  decided to move 
the prisoners west . " DVD "The Long 
March"  They were forced to march in 
small groups, it was winter, January and 
February 1945 were the coldest winter 
months of the 20th Century. They with 
their guards foraged for food hundreds of 
dropouts were shot where they fell. The 
marched for months until they were taken 
by train at Pilsen (very dangerous as Ty-
phoon's strafed trains) to Nuremberg 
where the Allied daylight bombing killed 
6,000 Russian P.O.W's. it was a dangerous 
time for prisoners. Frank was liberated by 
General Patton's 45 Div U.S. Army 10 days 
short of 4 years as a P.O.W. 
 
See after Liberation and Return to civilian 
life working at R.P.A next issue 
 
By Mr Ian Pegler, RPA Museum volunteer; 
formerly Hospital Scientist (Haematology) 

Frank Leslie Hebbard worked in the 
Biochemistry Department of RPA from 
1936 to 1955. 
 
Part I: Frank Hebbard  Prisoner of War. 
 
Frank was captured 27th April 1941 
together with 168 others and 6 doctors 
of the 2/5 AGH all non combatants 
together with 
91 wounded left  behind . There were 
5,000 troops left behind including 2000 
Australians to become Prisoners of 
War. The Austrian Unit which found 
them was following up the swiftly mov-
ing main force merely had a few sol-
diers watching over them so nothing in 
their routine changed 
Some days later they were moved to 
Kokkinia to an old orphanage which 
was a large complex in hills behind Pi-
raeus. Frank and his compatriots here 
looked after the 2,000 allied wounded 
from the failed Greek and Crete Cam-
paigns. They treated them until they 
were well enough to be sent to Ger-
many in small groups with some accom-
panying medical staff.  Frank still had his 
camera and took a significant number of 
photo graphs of people and of the Hos-
pital complex. 
 
 Frank did lab work until they ran out 
of reagents. Eventually with the depar-
ture of X-Ray staff and because of his 
knowledge of photography  became in 
charge. Frank was able to develop his 
exposed film with x-ray chemicals. 
Frank kept his camera for 8 months 
after capture until it became too dan-
gerous. Frank and Ern Cohen the hospi-
tal plumber made a replica of an Army 
issue water bottle placed the tightly 
rolled negatives in metal cylinders in 
the bottom 3rd covered them with 
molten paraffin after it solidified topped 
it up with water, Frank carried this 
"Army Issue" water bottle and his nega-
tives for the rest of the war. Late in 
1941 all of the wounded had recovered 
enough to be sent to P.O.W. camps in 
Poland (Thorn). Frank and Ern were 
sent to Salonika for four months where 
Frank suffered a permanent spinal injury 
after being hit in the back with a rifle 
butt by a German guard. They were the 
last to sent back to Germany 
(Blachhammer) Stalag VIIIb Lamsdorf . 
There were a number of camps in the 
area which supplied labour for the large 

Vale Frank Hebbard, 1920-2014 




